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627 

Week Ending Friday, May 18, 2007 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 12, 2007 

Good morning. Next week, the Senate will 
take up an important priority for our Nation, 
comprehensive immigration reform. 

Over the past few weeks, leaders from 
both parties have met at the White House 
and on Capitol Hill to find areas of agree-
ment and iron out our differences. These 
meetings have been productive. We’ve been 
addressing our differences in good faith, and 
we’re building consensus. Both Republicans 
and Democrats understand that successful 
immigration reform must be bipartisan. 

Democrats and Republicans agree that our 
current immigration system is in need of re-
form. We agree that we need a system where 
our laws are respected. We agree that we 
need a system that meets the legitimate 
needs of workers and employers. And we 
agree that we need a system that treats peo-
ple with dignity and helps newcomers assimi-
late into our society. 

We must address all elements of this prob-
lem together, or none of them will be solved 
at all. We must not repeat the mistakes that 
caused previous efforts at immigration re-
form to fail. So I support a comprehensive 
immigration reform bill that accomplishes 
five clear objectives. 

First, America must continue our efforts 
to improve security at our borders. Second, 
we must hold employers to account for the 
workers they hire by providing better tools 
for them to verify documents and work eligi-
bility. Third, we must create a temporary- 
worker program that takes pressure off the 
border by providing foreign workers a legal 
and orderly way to enter our country to fill 
jobs that Americans are not doing. Fourth, 
we must resolve the status of millions of ille-
gal immigrants who are here already, without 
amnesty and without animosity. Finally, we 
must honor the great American tradition of 
the melting pot. 

Americans are bound together by our 
shared ideals, an appreciation of our history, 
and an ability to speak and write the English 
language. And the success of our country de-
pends upon helping newcomers assimilate 
into our society and embrace our common 
identity as Americans. 

Coming together on a good bill that in-
cludes all five elements, we will make Amer-
ica more secure; we will make our economy 
more competitive; and we will show the 
world that America can be a lawful society 
and a welcoming society at the same time. 

Reforming our immigration system is an 
important opportunity to show that elected 
officials in Washington can work together to 
find practical solutions to the problems that 
matter most. I thank the Senators who have 
been working hard on this issue. I am opti-
mistic we can pass a comprehensive immigra-
tion bill and get this problem solved for the 
American people this year. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
May 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 12. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on May 11 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks at America’s 400th 
Anniversary Celebration in 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

May 13, 2007 

Thank you all. Thank you, Justice O’Con-
nor. Laura and I are really happy to join you 
today. This State is known as the ‘‘Mother 
of Presidents,’’ which reminds me, I needed 
to call my mother today. [Laughter] I wish 
all mothers around our country a happy 
Mother’s Day. And if you haven’t called your 
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mother, you better start dialing here after 
this ceremony. 

We’re honored to be in Jamestown on this 
historic day. We appreciate the opportunity 
to tour the beautiful grounds here. I would 
urge our fellow citizens to come here to see 
the fantastic history that’s on display. I think 
you’ll be amazed at how our country got 
started. And I want to thank all the good folks 
who are working to preserve the past for your 
hard work, and I appreciate the fact that you 
spent a lot of time educating our fellow citi-
zens. 

Jamestown was the first permanent 
English settlement in America; it predated 
the Mayflower Compact by 13 years. This 
is a very proud State, and some people down 
here like to point out that the pilgrims ended 
up at Plymouth Rock by mistake. [Laughter] 
They were looking for Virginia. [Laughter] 
They just missed the sign. [Laughter] 

As we celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
Jamestown to honor the beginnings of our 
democracy, it is a chance to renew our com-
mitment to help others around the world re-
alize the great blessings of liberty. And so 
Laura and I are proud to join you. Justice, 
it’s good to see you. There’s no finer Amer-
ican than Sandra Day O’Connor, and I’m 
proud to share the podium with her. 

We’re also proud to be with Governor Tim 
Kaine and Anne Holton. I’m proud to call 
them friends, and I hope, Ms. Kaine, that 
the Governor recognized Mother’s Day. Glad 
you’re here. I want to thank Secretary Dirk 
Kempthorne of the Department of the Inte-
rior; Michael Griffin, the Administrator of 
NASA; Members of the United States Con-
gress; members of the statehouse, including 
the Lieutenant Governor. I appreciate the at-
torney general being here. I thank the speak-
er for joining us. Most of all, thank you for 
coming. 

I thank the members of the Jamestown 
400th Commemoration Commission. Those 
are all the good folks who worked hard to 
get this celebration in order. I appreciate the 
members of the Association for the Preserva-
tion of Virginia Antiquities. Laura and I saw 
members of the Association for the Preserva-
tion of Virginia Antiquities digging—in dirt. 
[Laughter] It just so happened we wandered 
up, and they found some artifacts. [Laughter] 

I appreciate members of the Jamestown 2007 
Steering Committee. 

The story of Jamestown will always have 
a special place in American history. It’s the 
story of a great migration from the Old World 
to the New. It is a story of hardship overcome 
by resolve. It’s a story of the Tidewater settle-
ment that laid the foundation of our great 
democracy. 

That story began on a dock near London 
in December of 1606. More than 100 English 
colonists set sail for a new life across the 
ocean in Virginia. They had dreams of para-
dise that were sustained during their long 
months at sea by their strong spirit. And then 
they got here, and a far different reality 
awaited them. 

On May 13, 1607, 400 years today, they 
docked their ships on a marshy riverbank. 
Being loyal subjects, they named the site 
after their King, and that’s how Jamestown 
was born. Today we celebrate that moment 
as a great milestone in our history, yet the 
colonists who experienced those first years 
had little reason to celebrate. 

Their search for gold soon gave way to a 
desperate search for food. An uneasy peace 
with the Native Americans broke into open 
hostilities. The hope for a better life turned 
into a longing for the comforts of home. One 
settler wrote, ‘‘There were never Englishmen 
left in a foreign country in such misery as 
we were in the new discovered Virginia.’’ 

Looking back, 400 years later, it is easy 
to forget how close Jamestown came to fail-
ure. The low point came after the terrible 
winter of 1610. The survivors boarded their 
ships. They were prepared to abandon the 
settlement, and only the last minute arrival 
of new settlers and new provisions saved 
Jamestown. Back in London, one court offi-
cial summed up the situation this way: ‘‘This 
is an unlucky beginning. I pray God the end 
may prove happier.’’ 

Well, the prayers were answered. James-
town survived. It became a testament to the 
power of perseverance and determination. 
Despite many dangers, more ships full of 
new settlers continued to set out for James-
town. As the colony grew, the settlers ven-
tured beyond the walls of their three-sided 
fort and formed a thriving community. Their 
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industry and hard work transformed James-
town from a distant English outpost into an 
important center for trade. 

And during those early years, the colonists 
also planted the seeds of American democ-
racy, at a time when democratic institutions 
were rare. On their first night at Jamestown, 
six of the leading colonists held the first pres-
idential election in American history. And 
you might be surprised to know that the win-
ner was not named George. [Laughter] A 
matter of fact, his name was Edward 
Wingfield. I call him Eddie W. [Laughter] 

From these humble beginnings, the pillars 
of a free society began to take hold. Private 
property rights encouraged ownership and 
free enterprise. The rule of law helped se-
cure the rights of individuals. The creation 
of America’s first representative assembly en-
sured the consent of the people and gave Vir-
ginians a voice in their government. It was 
said at the time that the purpose of these 
reforms was, quote, ‘‘to lay a foundation 
whereon a flourishing State might, in time, 
by the blessing of Almighty God, be raised.’’ 

Not all people shared in these blessings. 
The expansion of Jamestown came at a ter-
rible cost to the native tribes of the region, 
who lost their lands and their way of life. 
And for many Africans, the journey to Vir-
ginia represented the beginnings of a life of 
hard labor and bondage. Their story is a part 
of the story of Jamestown. It reminds us that 
the work of American democracy is to con-
stantly renew and to extend the blessings of 
liberty. 

That work has continued throughout our 
history. In the 18th century, our Founding 
Fathers declared our independence and 
dedicated America to the principle that all 
men are created equal. In the 19th century, 
our Nation fought a terrible civil war over 
the meaning of those famous words and re-
newed our founding promise. In the 20th 
century, Americans defended our democratic 
ideals against totalitarian ideologies abroad, 
while working to ensure we lived up to our 
ideals here at home. As we begin the 21st 
century, we look back on our history with 
pride and rededicate ourselves to the cause 
of liberty. 

Today, democratic institutions are taking 
root in places where liberty was unimagi-

nable not long ago. At the start of the 1980s, 
there were only 45 democracies on Earth. 
There are now more than 120 democracies, 
and more people now live in freedom than 
ever before. 

America is proud to promote the expan-
sion of democracy, and we must continue to 
stand with all those struggling to claim their 
freedom. The advance of freedom is the 
great story of our time, and new chapters 
are being written every day, from Georgia 
and Ukraine, to Kyrgyzstan and Lebanon, to 
Afghanistan and Iraq. From our own history, 
we know the path to democracy is long, and 
it’s hard. There are many challenges, and 
there are setbacks along the way. Yet we can 
have confidence in the outcome because 
we’ve seen freedom’s power to transform so-
cieties before. 

In World War II, we fought Germany on 
battlefields across Europe, and today, a 
democratic Germany is one of our strongest 
partners on the continent. And in the Pacific, 
we fought a bloody war with Japan, and now 
our alliance with a democratic Japan is the 
linchpin for freedom and security in the Far 
East. These democracies have taken different 
forms that reflect different cultures and tra-
ditions. But our friendship with them re-
minds us that liberty is the path to lasting 
peace and that democracies are natural allies 
for the United States. 

Today, we have no closer ally than the na-
tion we once fought for our own independ-
ence. Britain and America are united by our 
democratic heritage and by the history that 
began at this settlement 400 years ago. Last 
month, some of the greatest legal minds in 
Britain and America, including Justice 
O’Connor and Chief Justice John Roberts, 
came to Jamestown to lay a plaque com-
memorating our shared respect for the rule 
of law and our deeply held belief in indi-
vidual liberty. 

Over the years, these values have defined 
our two countries. Yet they are more than 
just American values and British values or 
Western values; they are universal values that 
come from a power greater than any man 
or any country. These values took root at 
Jamestown four centuries ago. They have 
flourished across our land, and one day, they 
will flourish in every land. 
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May God bless you, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. at Anni-
versary Park. In his remarks, he referred to former 
Supreme Court Associate Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor; Gov. Timothy M. Kaine of Virginia, 
his wife, Anne Holton, and his mother, Kathy 
Kaine; Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling and State Attorney 
General Bob McDonnell of Virginia; and William 
J. Howell, speaker, Virginia House of Delegates. 

Remarks on Fuel Economy and 
Alternative Fuel Standards 
May 14, 2007 

Thank you all for coming. Good afternoon. 
I just finished a meeting with the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, the Secretaries of Transportation and Ag-
riculture, and the Deputy Secretary of En-
ergy. Thank you all for being here. 

We discussed one of the most serious chal-
lenges facing our country, our Nation’s addic-
tion to oil and its harmful impact on our envi-
ronment. The problem is particularly acute 
in the transportation sector. Oil is the pri-
mary component of gasoline and diesel, and 
cars and trucks that run on these fuels emit 
air pollution and greenhouse gases. 

Our dependence on oil creates a risk for 
our economy, because a supply disruption 
anywhere in the world could drive up Amer-
ican gas prices to even more painful levels. 
Our dependence on oil creates a threat to 
America’s national security, because it leaves 
us more vulnerable to hostile regimes and 
to terrorists who could attack oil infrastruc-
ture. 

For all these reasons, America has a clear 
national interest in reducing our dependence 
on oil. Over the past 6 years, my administra-
tion has provided more than $12 billion for 
research into alternative sources of energy. 
And I’d like to thank the Congress for its 
cooperation in appropriating these monies. 
We now have reached a pivotal moment 
where advances in technology are creating 
new ways to improve energy security, 
strengthen national security, and protect the 
environment. 

To help achieve all these priorities, I set 
an ambitious goal in my State of the Union: 

to cut America’s gasoline usage by 20 percent 
over the next 10 years. I call this goal 20- 
in-10, and I have said—sent to Congress a 
proposal that would meet it in two steps. 
First, this proposal will set a mandatory fuel 
standard that requires 35 billion gallons of 
renewable and other alternative fuels by 
2017. That’s nearly five times the current tar-
get. Second, the proposal would continue our 
efforts to increase fuel efficiency. My admin-
istration has twice increased fuel economy 
standards for light trucks. Together, these re-
forms would save billions of gallons of fuel 
and reduce net greenhouse gas emissions, 
without compromising jobs or safety. 

My proposal at the State of the Union will 
further improve standards for light trucks 
and take a similar approach to automobiles. 
With good legislation, we could save up to 
8.5 billion gallons of gasoline per year by 
2017 and further reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from cars and trucks. 

Last month, the Supreme Court ruled that 
the EPA must take action under the Clean 
Air Act regarding greenhouse gas emissions 
from motor vehicles. So today I’m directing 
the EPA and the Department of Transpor-
tation, Energy, and Agriculture to take the 
first steps toward regulations that would cut 
gasoline consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions from motor vehicles, using my 20- 
in-10 plan as a starting point. 

Developing these regulations will require 
coordination across many different areas of 
expertise. Today I signed an Executive order 
directing all our agencies represented here 
today to work together on this proposal. I’ve 
also asked them to listen to public input, to 
carefully consider safety, science, and avail-
able technologies, and evaluate the benefits 
and costs before they put forth the new regu-
lation. 

This is a complicated legal and technical 
matter, and it’s going to take time to fully 
resolve. Yet it is important to move forward, 
so I have directed members of my adminis-
tration to complete the process by the end 
of 2008. The steps I announced today are 
not a substitute for effective legislation. So 
my—members of my Cabinet, as they begin 
the process toward new regulations, will work 
with the White House, to work with Con-
gress, to pass the 20-in-10 bill. 
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When it comes to energy and the environ-
ment, the American people expect common 
sense and they expect action. The policies 
I’ve laid out have got a lot of common sense 
to them. It makes sense to do what I pro-
posed, and we’re taking action, by taking the 
first steps toward rules that will make our 
economy stronger, our environment cleaner, 
and our Nation more secure for generations 
to come. 

Thank you for your attention. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. 

Executive Order 13432— 
Cooperation Among Agencies in 
Protecting the Environment With 
Respect to Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions From Motor Vehicles, 
Nonroad Vehicles, and Nonroad 
Engines 
May 14, 2007 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the 
United States to ensure the coordinated and 
effective exercise of the authorities of the 
President and the heads of the Department 
of Transportation, the Department of En-
ergy, and the Environmental Protection 
Agency to protect the environment with re-
spect to greenhouse gas emissions from 
motor vehicles, nonroad vehicles, and 
nonroad engines, in a manner consistent with 
sound science, analysis of benefits and costs, 
public safety, and economic growth. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this order: 
(a) ‘‘agencies’’ refers to the Department 

of Transportation, the Department of En-
ergy, and the Environmental Protection 
Agency, and all units thereof, and ‘‘agency’’ 
refers to any of them; 

(b) ‘‘alternative fuels’’ has the meaning 
specified for that term in section 301(2) of 
the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 
13211(2)); 

(c) ‘‘authorities’’ include the Clean Air Act 
(42 U.S.C. 7401–7671q), the Energy Policy 

Act of 1992 (Public Law 102–486), the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
58), the Energy Policy and Conservation Act 
(Public Law 94–163), and any other current 
or future laws or regulations that may author-
ize or require any of the agencies to take 
regulatory action that directly or indirectly 
affects emissions of greenhouse gases from 
motor vehicles; 

(d) ‘‘greenhouse gases’’ has the meaning 
specified for that term in Executive Order 
13423 of January 24, 2007; 

(e) ‘‘motor vehicle’’ has the meaning speci-
fied for that term in section 216(2) of the 
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7550(2)); 

(f) ‘‘nonroad engine’’ has the meaning 
specified for that term in section 216(10) of 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7550(10)); 

(g) ‘‘nonroad vehicle’’ has the meaning 
specified for that term in section 216(11) of 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7550(11)); 

(h) ‘‘regulation’’ has the meaning specified 
for that term in section 3(d) of Executive 
Order 12866 of September 30, 1993, as 
amended (Executive Order 12866); and 

(i) ‘‘regulatory action’’ has the meaning 
specified for that term in section 3(e) of Ex-
ecutive Order 12866. 

Sec. 3. Coordination Among the Agencies. 
In carrying out the policy set forth in section 
1 of this order, the head of an agency under-
taking a regulatory action that can reasonably 
be expected to directly regulate emissions, 
or to substantially and predictably affect 
emissions, of greenhouse gases from motor 
vehicles, nonroad vehicles, nonroad engines, 
or the use of motor vehicle fuels, including 
alternative fuels, shall: 

(a) undertake such a regulatory action, to 
the maximum extent permitted by law and 
determined by the head of the agency to be 
practicable, jointly with the other agencies; 

(b) in undertaking such a regulatory action, 
consider, in accordance with applicable law, 
information and recommendations provided 
by the other agencies; 

(c) in undertaking such a regulatory action, 
exercise authority vested by law in the head 
of such agency effectively, in a manner con-
sistent with the effective exercise by the 
heads of the other agencies of the authority 
vested in them by law; and 
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(d) obtain, to the extent permitted by law, 
concurrence or other views from the heads 
of the other agencies during the develop-
ment and preparation of the regulatory ac-
tion and prior to any key decision points dur-
ing that development and preparation proc-
ess, and in no event later than 30 days prior 
to publication of such action. 

Sec. 4. Duties of the Heads of Agencies. 
(a) To implement this order, the head of each 
agency shall: 

(1) designate appropriate personnel within 
the agency to (i) direct the agency’s imple-
mentation of this order, (ii) ensure that the 
agency keeps the other agencies and the Of-
fice of Management and Budget informed of 
the agency regulatory actions to which sec-
tion 3 refers, and (iii) coordinate such actions 
with the agencies; 

(2) in coordination as appropriate with the 
Committee on Climate Change Science and 
Technology, continue to conduct and share 
research designed to advance technologies to 
further the policy set forth in section 1 of 
this order; 

(3) facilitate the sharing of personnel and 
the sharing of information among the agen-
cies to further the policy set forth in section 
1 of this order; 

(4) coordinate with the other agencies to 
avoid duplication of requests to the public 
for information from the public in the course 
of undertaking such regulatory action, con-
sistent with the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.); and 

(5) consult with the Secretary of Agri-
culture whenever a regulatory action will 
have a significant effect on agriculture re-
lated to the production or use of ethanol, bio-
diesel, or other renewable fuels, including ac-
tions undertaken in whole or in part based 
on authority or requirements in title XV of 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005, or the amend-
ments made by such title, or when otherwise 
appropriate or required by law. 

(b) To implement this order, the heads of 
the agencies acting jointly may allocate as ap-
propriate among the agencies administrative 
responsibilities relating to regulatory actions 

to which section 3 refers, such as publication 
of notices in the Federal Register and receipt 
of comments in response to notices. 

Sec. 5. Duties of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget and the Chair-
man of the Council on Environmental Qual-
ity. (a) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, with such assistance from 
the Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality as the Director may require, 
shall monitor the implementation of this 
order by the heads of the agencies and shall 
report thereon to the President from time 
to time, and not less often than semiannually, 
with any recommendations of the Director 
for strengthening the implementation of this 
order. 

(b) To implement this order and further 
the policy set forth in section 1, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
may require the heads of the agencies to sub-
mit reports to, and coordinate with, such Of-
fice on matters related to this order. 

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) This order 
shall be implemented in accordance with ap-
plicable law and subject to the availability of 
appropriations. 

(b) This order shall not be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect the functions of 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget relating to budget, administra-
tive, and legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right, benefit or privilege, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law 
or in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees, 
or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 14, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:04 p.m., May 15, 2007] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on May 16. 
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Remarks Following a Discussion 
With Prime Minister Fredrik 
Reinfeldt of Sweden 

May 15, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. 

We have just had a wide-ranging, signifi-
cant dialog. We talked about a lot of areas 
of interest. Two areas that I think really will 
have a profound effect on our respective 
countries, as well as on the world, are the 
issue of climate change and trade. 

Let me start with trade. The Prime Min-
ister is very interested in the Doha round; 
he’s interested in U.S. strategies to achieve 
success in the Doha round. I assured him 
that we’re committed to achieving a world 
that trades more freely, that we recognize 
we have obligations to do—to deal with our 
agricultural subsidies in order to move the 
Doha round forward, that Sue Schwab is 
committed to working with our European 
counterparts as well as President Lula of 
Brazil, Prime Minister Singh of India—two 
countries that represent others involved in 
the Doha round. And we believe that it’s pos-
sible, very possible that we’ll be successful. 
And so we’re moving forward optimistically 
on this issue. 

Secondly, we talked about climate change. 
The Prime Minister is concerned about 
greenhouse gases. I share your concerns 
about this issue. We talked about how, on 
the one hand, we can work together—as I 
understand, we’re signing some agreements 
that have—that move forward alternative en-
ergy proposals. I assured the Prime Minister 
that here at home, that I’m concerned about 
the environmental issues as well as the na-
tional security implications for being too de-
pendent on oil. 

I shared with him my optimism about re-
ducing U.S. gasoline consumption by 20 per-
cent over the next 10 years by promoting al-
ternative fuels. I talked to him about our de-
sire to work with Europe and China and 
India and Japan and Australia and other 
countries about an international framework 
that will meet the following objectives: one, 
economic vitality and growth; two, the ad-
vance of new technologies; and third, obvi-

ously, the effects that will have on reducing 
greenhouse gases. 

The Prime Minister made this a center 
point of our conversation, and I fully appre-
ciate and understand why. I appreciate the 
leadership you’ve taken on this important 
issue, not only in your country but at the EU 
as well. It’s been noticeable to me here in 
the United States, and I congratulate you for 
being the strong leader that you are. 

All in all, we’ve had a wonderful discus-
sion. And I welcome you here to the Oval 
Office. 

Prime Minister Reinfeldt. Thank you 
very much. It’s been great. Thank you. 

Well, I should also say that I pointed out 
the importance of President Bush’s leader-
ship on the Doha round. There are too few 
in the world fighting for free trade, so we 
need the President on that. And I hope that 
we could, during a very short span, bring this 
to an end. 

And I was so grateful for the comments 
and leadership on the climate issue. It will 
be debated many years to come. So thank 
you very much for that. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Appre-
ciate you coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Remarks at the National Peace 
Officers Memorial Service 
May 15, 2007 

Thanks for coming; please be seated. 
Thank you. Thank you, Chuck. I have been 
here ever since I’ve been the President, in 
an event like this, and it’s fitting because this 
is a really important day for our country. It’s 
a day we remember men and women who 
fell in the line of duty. Each swore an oath 
to uphold the law. Each assumed the respon-
sibility of protecting neighbors and commu-
nities. Each has earned a place in our Na-
tion’s heart. We thank them for their lives 
of service, and we pray to an Almighty God 
that He bring comfort to you during this time 
of sorrow. 

I appreciate Chuck Canterbury, president 
of the Fraternal Order of Police. I thank the 
members of my Cabinet who have joined us 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:32 May 22, 2007 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P20MYT4.018 P20MYT4



634 May 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

today. I appreciate so very much Speaker of 
the House Nancy Pelosi for being here today. 
I thank Senator Leahy, Majority Leader 
Steny Hoyer, Minority Leader John 
Boehner, and all the Members of Congress 
who have joined us. I thank Aliza Clark, Jim 
Pasco. Father Vytas, thank you for your pray-
ers. Appreciate Patrick Nigh, who sang the 
National Anthem; Lee Greenwood, friend of 
law enforcement. 

I thank the police officers who are here. 
I am honored to be in your presence. I’m 
constantly amazed by your courage. I thank 
you for serving the United States of America. 

To the moms and dads, husbands and 
wives, and sons and daughters who have got 
a hole in your heart today, I bring a collective 
hug from the people of the United States 
of America. 

It takes a special kind of person to serve 
in law enforcement. Most people run from 
danger; law enforcement runs toward it. 
You’ve chosen one of the toughest jobs in 
the world, and I suspect during times of dan-
gerous duty or lonely patrols, it might seem 
like the only person you can depend upon 
is each other. A day like today, I hope, not 
only helps our families but helps those who 
serve remember that a larger community 
here in this country stands with you, that 
we’re grateful for your service. 

We saw this gratitude last year in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, as thousands of citizens 
mourned a young officer named Keith 
Houts. Keith was shot during a routine traffic 
stop. He held on 2 days before succumbing. 
He was 30 years old. As expected, police offi-
cers from Alabama came to mourn him— 
that’s what happens; when a fellow officer 
dies in the line of service, the officers show 
up—but so did citizens he never met. Thou-
sands and thousands of citizens came to 
honor this good man. An overflow crowd at-
tended the funeral; every church pew was 
filled. Mourners stood. An anonymous cit-
izen paid lodging expenses for members of 
Keith’s family so they could make it to the 
service. The community embraced Keith’s 
young widow, Ashley, who’s here. She had 
been a wife just for 15 months. Ashley said 
this of her late husband: ‘‘I know what he 
meant to me, but it is important to know 
what he meant to everyone else.’’ 

We’ve seen similar outpourings of support 
in other places. Last year, in Fairfax County, 
Virginia, thousands of strangers lined city 
streets to bid farewell to two officers, Vicky 
Armel and Michael Garbarino. They were 
shot while doing their duty. Those who gath-
ered along one of the funeral routes included 
all kinds of people, total strangers paying 
homage—a grocery store cashier, a fellow 
from Belgium was there, a local resident who 
told a reporter she wanted to thank the police 
who, as she put it, ‘‘worry so we don’t have 
to.’’ 

We saw a similar scene in Colorado 
Springs after the murder of Kenneth Jordan. 
Cars stopped along the interstate as drivers 
watched the funeral procession from railings 
and bridges. Children were waving flags in 
honor of a good man. One man brought his 
sons to pay tribute to an officer who he said 
‘‘gave up his life up for us.’’ Another held 
up a sign that said: ‘‘God bless you and keep 
you safe. Thanks so much.’’ 

That sign sums up the feeling of millions 
of our fellow citizens: God bless you, and 
thanks so much. Laura and I feel the same 
way. You know, we shared the grief of the 
family of Steve Favela, who is a Honolulu 
police officer who died last year from injuries 
he suffered during a motorcade that was pro-
tecting us. His death is a reminder of the 
daily risks that each officer assumes. 

I don’t know if you realize this, but police 
officers are routinely named among Amer-
ica’s most respected profession. And that’s 
why strangers mourn for the loss of life and 
honor those who serve. That’s why so many 
children choose you as role models. 

With us today are young children who’ve 
lost their moms and dads in the line of duty. 
It’s got to be awfully hard. The pain is fresh, 
and they feel that every time they come 
home, looking for a mom or dad they love. 
It’s hard to understand the loss you’ve suf-
fered, but hopefully today you leave with the 
sense that there are all kinds of people pray-
ing for you and honoring your dad or mom; 
millions Americans grieve. 

When I hope—you’re older you’ll come to 
this ceremony again and find some comfort 
here. Perhaps you’ll bring your own children 
and share your memories of your parents and 
the pride in what they did. You can tell them 
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your parents were great because of what they 
risked. You can tell them they served a cause 
greater than themselves. 

We’re proud of all our Nation’s fallen po-
lice officers. We’re sorry you’re here, but 
now that you are, we care about you a lot, 
and we love you. We’re grateful for what they 
have given us. 

May God bless you all. May God bless 
those who wear the uniforms of the United 
States of America. And may God continue 
to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. on the 
West Grounds at the U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, 
he referred to Aliza Clark, executive board presi-
dent, Fraternal Order of Police Auxiliary; James 
O. Pasco, Jr., executive director, Steve Young Law 
Enforcement Legislative Advocacy Center; Father 
Vytas Memenas, State chaplain, Illinois State 
Lodge, Fraternal Order of Police; Officer Patrick 
Nigh, St. Louis County Police Department; and 
entertainer Lee Greenwood. 

Statement on the Advancement of 
United States Maritime Interests 
May 15, 2007 

I am acting to advance U.S. interests in 
the world’s oceans in two important ways. 

First, I urge the Senate to act favorably 
on U.S. accession to the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea during this 
session of Congress. Joining will serve the 
national security interests of the United 
States, including the maritime mobility of our 
Armed Forces worldwide. It will secure U.S. 
sovereign rights over extensive marine areas, 
including the valuable natural resources they 
contain. Accession will promote U.S. inter-
ests in the environmental health of the 
oceans. And it will give the United States a 
seat at the table when the rights that are vital 
to our interests are debated and interpreted. 

Second, I have instructed the U.S. delega-
tion to the International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) to submit a proposal for inter-
national measures that would enhance pro-
tection of the Papahanaumokuakea Marine 
National Monument, the area including the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

Last June, I issued a proclamation estab-
lishing the monument, a 1,200-mile stretch 

of coral islands, seamounts, banks, and shoals 
that are home to some 7,000 marine species. 
The United States will propose that the IMO 
designate the entire area as a Particularly 
Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA)—similar to areas 
such as the Florida Keys, the Great Barrier 
Reef, and the Galapagos Archipelago— 
which will alert mariners to exercise caution 
in the ecologically important, sensitive, and 
hazardous area they are entering. This pro-
posal, like the Convention on the Law of the 
Sea, will help protect the maritime environ-
ment while preserving the navigational free-
doms essential to the security and economy 
of every nation. 

Statement on the Appointment of 
Lieutenant General Douglas Lute as 
Assistant to the President and 
Deputy National Security Adviser for 
Iraq and Afghanistan 

May 15, 2007 

I have chosen Lieutenant General Douglas 
Lute to serve as Assistant to the President 
and Deputy National Security Adviser for 
Iraq and Afghanistan. General Lute is a tre-
mendously accomplished military leader who 
understands war and government and knows 
how to get things done. While serving at 
Central Command, General Lute played an 
integral role in implementing combat oper-
ation plans in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
gained a critical understanding of the chal-
lenges we face in the global war on terror. 
He has already earned the respect and trust 
of the officials with whom he will be working 
in his new role. 

In his new position, General Lute will be 
the full-time manager for the implementa-
tion and execution of our strategies for Iraq 
and Afghanistan and will manage the inter-
agency policy development process for these 
two theaters, working closely with my Na-
tional Security Adviser, Steve Hadley, mem-
bers of my Cabinet, and me. Nothing is more 
important than getting Admiral Fallon, Gen-
eral Petraeus, American commanders in Af-
ghanistan, and Ambassadors Crocker and 
Wood what they need, and Douglas Lute can 
make sure that happens quickly and reliably. 
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NOTE: In his statement, the President referred 
to Adm. William J. Fallon, USN, commander, U.S. 
Central Command; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq; U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Ryan C. Crocker; 
and U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan William B. 
Wood. 

Statement on the Death of 
Jerry L. Falwell, Sr. 
May 15, 2007 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of Jerry Falwell, a man who cherished 
faith, family, and freedom. As the founder 
of Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, Jerry lived a life of faith and 
called upon men and women of all back-
grounds to believe in God and serve their 
communities. One of his lasting contributions 
was the establishment of Liberty University, 
where he taught young people to remain true 
to their convictions and rely upon God’s word 
throughout each stage of their lives. 

Today our thoughts and prayers are with 
his wife, Macel, and the rest of the Falwell 
family. 

Proclamation 8145—Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day, 2007 
May 15, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Memorial Day, Americans pause with 

solemn gratitude and deep respect for all our 
fallen service men and women who have 
given their lives for our country and our free-
dom. 

Through the generations, the courageous 
and selfless patriots of our Armed Forces 
have secured our liberty and borne its great 
and precious cost. When it has mattered 
most, patriots from every corner of our Na-
tion have taken up arms to uphold the ideals 
that make our country a beacon of hope and 
freedom for the entire world. By answering 
the call of duty with valor and unrelenting 
determination, they have set a standard of 
courage and idealism that inspires us all. 

All Americans honor the memory of the 
lives that have been lost in defense of our 
freedom. Our Nation mourns them, and their 
example of strength and perseverance gives 
us resolve. We are also thankful to those who 
have stood by our service men and women 
in times of war and times of peace. 

Today, the members of our Armed Forces 
follow in a proud tradition handed down to 
them by the heroes that served before them. 
They are protecting our Nation, advancing 
the blessings of freedom, and laying the foun-
dation for a more peaceful tomorrow through 
service that exemplifies the good and decent 
character of our Nation. America is grateful 
to all those who have worn the uniform of 
the Armed Forces of the United States, and 
we will never forget their sacrifices for our 
liberty. 

On Memorial Day, we honor all those who 
have fallen by remembering their noble sac-
rifice for freedom. We also pray for our 
troops, their families, and for the peace we 
all seek. 

In respect for their devotion to America, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
on May 11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), 
has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace and desig-
nating a period on that day when the people 
of the United States might unite in prayer. 
The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has 
also designated the minute beginning at 3:00 
p.m. local time on that day as a time for all 
Americans to observe the National Moment 
of Remembrance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 28, 
2007, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, 
and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time 
to unite in prayer. I also ask all Americans 
to observe the National Moment of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m., local time, on 
Memorial Day. I encourage the media to par-
ticipate in these observances. I also request 
the Governors of the United States and the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the ap-
propriate officials of all units of government, 
to direct that the flag be flown at half staff 
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until noon on this Memorial Day on all build-
ings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout 
the United States, and in all areas under its 
jurisdiction and control. I also request the 
people of the United States to display the 
flag at half staff from their homes for the 
customary forenoon period. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:29 a.m., May 17, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 18. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
version of this proclamation. 

Message to the Congress Certifying 
Exports to the People’s Republic of 
China 
May 15, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1999 (Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify 
that the export to the People’s Republic of 
China of the following items is not detri-
mental to the U.S. space launch industry, and 
that the material and equipment, including 
any indirect technical benefit that could be 
derived from such exports, will not measur-
ably improve the missile or space launch ca-
pabilities of the People’s Republic of China: 

• A four-axis filament winding machine 
for production of spare parts for China’s 
water purification and treatment indus-
tries; 

• A computer control system upgrade to 
a three-axis filament winding machine 
for production of spare parts for China’s 
water purification and treatment indus-
tries; 

• An isostatic press for manufacturing 
automotive spare parts; and 

• A four-axis filament winding machine to 
be used in production of graphite or 
glass composite golf clubs. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 15, 2007. 

Remarks Following a Discussion on 
the Employment Eligibility 
Verification System 
May 16, 2007 

I appreciate the discussion we just had on 
immigration. With us are people who are em-
ployers, people who provide work for citizens 
who are in our country legally. They know 
full well it’s against the law to hire somebody 
who is here illegally. They need help from 
the Government to make sure the person 
they hire is here legally, that they’re not deal-
ing with forged documents. 

And so we’ve been reviewing the upgrad-
ing of the Basic Pilot program, which is the 
Government’s attempt to help small-business 
owners and larger business owners make sure 
that the people they’re finding work for are 
not breaking the law. In other words, we 
can’t ask our employers to verify somebody 
here unless we help them. And the reason 
why we’re talking about this subject is that 
holding employers to account for violating 
the law is an integral part of a comprehensive 
immigration reform package. 

I thank members of my Cabinet, Secre-
taries Gutierrez and Chertoff, for taking the 
White House lead in working with Members 
of the United States Senate to get a com-
prehensive immigration bill to the floor as 
quickly as possible, that can pass the Senate. 
And it’s been hard work. This is a very emo-
tional issue. I firmly believe that the bill 
needs to be comprehensive. In other words, 
you can’t have one aspect of immigration re-
form pass and not other aspects, otherwise 
we’ll be back to where we were in the past, 
and that is reform efforts have failed because 
it hadn’t been comprehensive enough. 

The best way and, frankly, only way to get 
a comprehensive bill done that will matter 
and deal with this issue once and for all is 
for the bipartisan approach that we’re now 
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working on come to fruition, that it’s got to 
be a bipartisan bill that is—is that bill our 
Secretaries are working on with members 
from both parties in the Senate. Hopefully, 
that bill can get to the floor as quickly as 
possible, and hopefully we can get a positive 
vote so we can get the bill over to the House 
of Representatives. 

But there is a good chance. I’m optimistic 
that we can get comprehensive immigration 
reform, one, that enforces our borders; two, 
holds employers to account; three, recog-
nizes we’ve got workers here who are doing 
jobs Americans aren’t doing, and they ought 
to have a—there ought to be a temporary- 
worker permit to do so; four, to make sure 
that we treat people who are here already 
with respect and dignity, without amnesty, 
without animosity; and, five, to continue the 
assimilation program so necessary to make 
sure our country continues to move forward 
in an optimistic way. 

And so I want to thank you all for sharing 
with me your stories. I appreciate the fact 
that you’re deeply concerned about uphold-
ing the law. I thank you for sharing with me 
your desires to see that Congress get a com-
prehensive immigration bill done soon. And 
I assure you that the White House, along 
with decent, honorable Members of the Sen-
ate, are working very hard to bring that bill 
to conclusion. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at the 
Embassy Suites Washington D.C.–Convention 
Center. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. A portion of these remarks could not be 
verified because the tape was incomplete. 

Executive Order 13433—Protecting 
American Taxpayers From Payment 
of Contingency Fees 
May 16, 2007 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. To help ensure the in-
tegrity and effective supervision of the legal 

and expert witness services provided to or 
on behalf of the United States, it is the policy 
of the United States that organizations or in-
dividuals that provide such services to or on 
behalf of the United States shall be com-
pensated in amounts that are reasonable, not 
contingent upon the outcome of litigation or 
other proceedings, and established according 
to criteria set in advance of performance of 
the services, except when otherwise required 
by law. 

Sec. 2. Duties of Agency Heads. (a) Heads 
of agencies shall implement within their re-
spective agencies the policy set forth in sec-
tion 1, consistent with such instructions as 
the Attorney General may prescribe. 

(b) After the date of this order, no agency 
shall enter into a contingency fee agreement 
for legal or expert witness services addressed 
by section 1 of this order, unless the Attorney 
General has determined that the agency’s 
entry into the agreement is required by law. 

(c) Within 90 days after the date of this 
order, the head of each agency shall notify 
the Attorney General and the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget of any 
contingency fee agreements for services ad-
dressed by section 1 of this order that are 
in effect as of the date of this order. 

Sec. 3. Definitions. For purposes of this 
order: 

(a) The term ‘‘agency’’ means an executive 
agency as defined in section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code, and the United States 
Postal Service and the Postal Regulatory 
Commission, but shall exclude the Govern-
ment Accountability Office and elements of 
the intelligence community (as defined in 
section 3(4) of the National Security Act of 
1947 as amended (50 U.S.C. 401a(4)). 

(b) The term ‘‘contingency fee agreement’’ 
means a contract or other agreement to pro-
vide services under which the amount or the 
payment of the fee for the services is contin-
gent in whole or in part on the outcome of 
the matter for which the services were ob-
tained. The term does not include: 

(i) qualified tax collection contracts de-
fined in section 6306 of title 26, 
United States Code, and 

(ii) contracts described in sections 3711 
and 3718 of title 31, United States 
Code. 
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Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) This order 
shall be implemented consistent with appli-
cable law and subject to the availability of 
appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) authority granted by law to an agency 
or the head thereof; or 

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget relating 
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right, benefit, or privilege, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law 
or in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees, 
or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 16, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 17, 2007] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on May 18. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom 
May 17, 2007 

President Bush. Thank you. I’m pleased 
to welcome Tony Blair back to the White 
House. He is a good friend. He has led the 
British people for a long time, since 1797. 
[Laughter] 

You know, I was sitting with Tony on the 
Truman Balcony last night, and we were dis-
cussing a lot of issues. And it dawned on me, 
once again, what a clear strategic thinker he 
is. Somebody asked me the other day, how 
would you define Tony Blair and your rela-
tionship with him? I said, first of all, it’s cor-
dial; it’s open; and I appreciate the fact that 
he can see beyond the horizon. And that’s 
the kind of leadership the world needs. 

I do congratulate the Prime Minister for 
being a—when he gets on a subject, it’s dog-
ged. Witness his patience and resolve regard-

ing Northern Ireland. And congratulations 
for your leadership. 

We talked about a lot of issues at dinner 
and our meetings. We talked about, of 
course, Iraq. As a matter of fact, the Prime 
Minister and I have just finished a video con-
ference with our respective commanders and 
Ambassadors from Baghdad. We got a full 
briefing on the situation on the ground. I ap-
preciated Tony’s willingness to interface with 
our people there. I remind our people that 
the best decisions are made when you listen 
to the commanders. And our commanders 
have got good, specific advice as how to 
achieve our objectives—which I believe we’ll 
achieve—objectives that I know are nec-
essary for peace—peace in the Middle East, 
peace in the United States, and the United 
Kingdom. 

We talked about Afghanistan. We strongly 
support our NATO mission in Afghanistan, 
and I informed the Prime Minister that the 
Secretary General of NATO will be coming 
to Crawford this weekend. I’m looking for-
ward to talking to him about how we can 
continue to work together. And I want to 
thank you for your strong commitment to the 
NATO mission and the people of Afghani-
stan. 

We talked about the Middle East, and 
we’re concerned about the violence we see 
in Gaza. We strongly urge the parties to work 
toward a two-state solution. I’m looking for-
ward to continue to work on this issue. I’ve 
instructed my Secretary of State to be ac-
tively engaged. She represents the position 
of the Bush Government, which is two states 
living side by side in peace. We believe that 
vision is possible, but it requires strong lead-
ership on both sides of the issue. 

The Prime Minister and I discussed the 
humanitarian needs of the Palestinian peo-
ple. We recognized the deep humiliation that 
can come as a result of living in a land where 
you can’t move freely and where people can’t 
realize dreams. We talked about the need to 
reject and fight terrorism. We understand 
the fright that can come when you’re worried 
about a rocket landing on top of your home. 
I’m committed to peace in the Middle East, 
and I appreciate Tony Blair being a partner 
in peace. 
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We talked about Iran. We fully recognize 
that the Iranians must not have a nuclear 
weapon. And therefore, it’s important for us 
to continue to work in the international arena 
to speak with one voice. And if we’re unable 
to make progress with the Iranians, we want 
to work together to implement new sanctions 
through the United Nations to continue to 
make it clear that Iran with a nuclear weapon 
is not in the interests of peace in the world. 

We talked about, of course, Africa. We 
spent a lot of time talking about Africa. I 
told the Prime Minister that the AIDS initia-
tive that got started under my administration 
will continue, that I’ll work with Congress 
to make sure that the PEPFAR initiative that 
has been so effective at getting antiretroviral 
drugs to people on that continent will con-
tinue. It’s an important initiative of ours. 

I applaud the Prime Minister’s education 
initiative on the continent of Africa. It’s a 
bold stroke. And we look forward to working 
with you on that initiative. 

We talked about Darfur and how frus-
trated I am, and I know the Prime Minister 
is frustrated, at the inability for the inter-
national community to react with con-
sequence in Darfur. And I explained to him 
my strategy of moving forward with sanctions 
and hopefully a new, stronger United Na-
tions resolution if we don’t see some im-
provement in the lives of the people there. 

And we talked, of course, about climate 
change. We spent a lot of time on climate 
change. And I agree with the Prime Minister, 
as I have stated publicly, this is a serious 
issue, and the United States takes it seriously, 
just like we take energy security seriously. 
We talked about the upcoming G–8, and I 
assured the Prime Minister we want to be 
a part of a solution, that we want to work 
constructively together. He’s got some really 
good ideas on how to advance the tech-
nologies that are going to be necessary to 
help solve this problem. And I told him I’ve 
got some good ideas as how to convince 
China and India to be a part of a global solu-
tion. We have a lot of common ground that 
we’ve been discussing today. 

Finally, we agreed to improve defense co-
operation by working towards an agreement 
reducing barriers to trade in defense goods 
and services and information between the 

United States and the United Kingdom, in-
cluding defense industries. This is an impor-
tant issue for the Prime Minister; it’s an im-
portant issue to me. I made it clear to the 
Prime Minister we will work on this issue 
tirelessly until we can get it solved. 

It’s been a joy having you back here. I ap-
preciate—every time I’m with you, I appre-
ciate very much the insight you provide. And 
here, I guess, for the final time as Prime Min-
ister, you get to address the good folks in 
our country from the Rose Garden. 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, thank you 
very much, Mr. President, and thank you, as 
ever, for the kindness and graciousness of 
your welcome to me here at the White 
House. And thank you also for the strength 
of your leadership over the past few years. 
You have been a strong leader at a time when 
the world needed strong leadership. You’ve 
been unyielding and unflinching and deter-
mined in the fight that we face together. And 
I thank you for that. 

And I also would take this opportunity of 
saying that I believe that the relationship be-
tween the United States of America and Brit-
ain is a relationship that is in the interests 
of our two countries and in the interests of 
the peace and stability of the wider world. 
And sometimes it’s a controversial relation-
ship, at least over in my country, but I’ve 
never doubted its importance. I’ve never 
doubted that it’s based on principle, on 
shared values, and on a shared purpose, 
which is to make our world a better, more 
free, more just place in which people of all 
nations and all faiths can live. So I would 
like to thank you for the strength, also, of 
that relationship over these past few years. 

The President has, rightly and comprehen-
sively, gone through the various issues that 
we discussed. And I would like to pick out 
from those, first of all, the discussion we were 
able to have with our Ambassadors and com-
manders in respect of Iraq, where there’s no 
doubt at all it’s immensely challenging, im-
mensely difficult. But also, there is a huge 
amount that is being done, not just to im-
prove the security there, which is important, 
but also in respect to the politics where, as 
they were telling us, there are the majority 
elements in each of the main communities, 
whether Sunni or Shi’a or Kurd, who actually 
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want to live in peace with one another and 
want a future for that country that is not 
marred by terrorism and sectarianism. And 
we, of course, want to see that happen in 
the interests of that country and the interests 
of the stability of the wider region and the 
world. 

Again, in respect of Afghanistan, where 
American troops and, of course, British 
troops, down in the Helmand Province, are 
doing an extraordinary job, a heroic job, actu-
ally, and I think we can be so proud of the 
Armed Forces of both countries and what 
they’re doing in the world today. The situa-
tion is fraught with danger, which they take 
on with immense courage and immense de-
termination. 

And down in the south of Afghanistan at 
the moment, there are operations the whole 
time against the Taliban, in favor of, again, 
what the Afghan people want, which is the 
chance to have a better future and escape 
from the poverty and misery and oppression 
of the Taliban years. 

We discussed, of course, the Middle East 
and the very dangerous, difficult situation 
there, and our belief, again, that the impor-
tant thing is how we make progress towards 
the two-state solution, which is the only solu-
tion in the end that will offer a realistic pros-
pect of progress in that region. 

And of course, also, we talked about the 
upcoming G–8, where there’s going to be im-
portant negotiations over the issue of climate 
change and over the issue of Africa. I mean, 
in respect of climate change, I welcome very 
much what the President has said today. I 
mean, the important thing is that we see that 
it is possible for people to come together on 
an agreement for the future that will allow 
us to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, that 
will allow us to have a way forward that in-
volves not just Europe and the United States 
of America but China and India and the rest 
of the developing world also. And that also 
addresses what is an issue of top, top priority 
now in Europe but also, I know, here, which 
is energy security. 

So there are two reasons why this issue 
is on the agenda in a way that is perhaps 
more acute than ever before. There is the 
issue of the environment; there’s the issue 
of energy security. And I think there’s a syn-

ergy between those two issues and the way 
they come together, which offer some pros-
pect of hope for the future. 

And in respect of Africa, as you will know, 
at the Gleneagles summit a couple of years 
ago, we made Africa, if you like, the center 
piece of the summit. I think it’s important 
that we recommit to the undertakings we 
gave there to help people in Africa and that 
we do not lose sight of that as a major, in 
some senses, the major moral course of our 
time, which is to lift people out of poverty 
on that troubled continent. And I totally 
agree with what the President was saying. We 
have the same position exactly on Darfur and 
the need to take action there. 

And finally, can I thank the President for 
what he has said on the issue to do with de-
fense and trade between our two countries. 
This is an issue that seems technical but actu-
ally is a very important way of trumpeting 
the understanding, the work that we’re doing 
together on the issue of defense and tech-
nology between our two countries. 

And so let me end where I began, which 
is the importance of the relationship between 
the United States and Britain. I mean, 
whether it’s in respect of fighting terrorism, 
the big issues to do with energy and climate 
change, the cause that is Africa, the agree-
ments between our two countries in respect 
of defense, our two nations should always 
work together. It’s served us well in the past. 
But it’s not a relationship that’s founded on 
history; it’s a relationship that is about a 
shared future. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. So as a parting gift to 

the Prime Minister, we’ll take some ques-
tions. [Laughter] 

Hunt [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]. 

United Kingdom-U.S. Relations/ 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 

Q. Thank you. Mr. Prime Minister, will 
Britain in the coming months and years be 
as staunch an ally in Iraq for the United 
States as it has been under your leadership? 

And, Mr. President, will you sign a war 
spending bill that has consequences for the 
Iraqi Government if it fails to meet bench-
marks for progress? 
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Prime Minister Blair. The answer to your 
question is yes, I believe that we will remain 
a staunch and steadfast ally in the fight 
against terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
elsewhere. 

Let me just explain one thing that came 
out very powerfully from the discussion we 
had with our commanders this morning. Es-
sentially, what we have in Iraq at the moment 
is a situation where there is a renewed at-
tempt to find political reconciliation—be-
tween Sunni and Shi’a, particularly. And I 
believe there are signs, real and genuine 
signs of progress there. 

But what you are seeing in Iraq is an at-
tempt by Al Qaida—through these appalling 
suicide bombs and also, particularly, down 
in the south, through the improvised explo-
sive devices by Iranian-backed elements—to 
try to disturb any prospect of Sunni and Shi’a 
coming together and delivering what the 
people of Iraq want to see. 

And the only point that I would make is 
this, and this is the reason why it’s important 
that Britain holds steadfast to the course of 
fighting alongside America in this battle 
against terrorism: The forces that we are 
fighting in Iraq—Al Qaida on the one hand, 
Iranian-backed elements on the other—are 
the same forces we’re fighting everywhere. 
And over these past few weeks, you can see 
in different parts of the world—Morocco, Al-
geria, Pakistan, in Saudi Arabia recently— 
where this extremism is rearing its head, is 
trying to dislodge the prospects of stability 
and progress in so many different countries. 
There is no alternative for us but to fight 
it wherever it exists. And that is true whether 
it’s in our own countries, which have both 
suffered from terrorism, or in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan. 

And so this is not a—it’s not about us re-
maining true to the course that we’ve set out 
because of the alliance with America. It is 
about us remaining steadfast because what 
we are fighting, the enemy we are fighting 
is an enemy that is aiming its destruction at 
our way of life and anybody who wants that 
way of life. And in those circumstances, the 
harder they fight, the more determined we 
must be to fight back. 

If what happens is, the harder they fight, 
the more our will diminishes, then that’s a 

fight we’re going to lose. And this is a fight 
we can’t afford to lose. 

President Bush. I’ve instructed Josh to 
stay in touch with leaders—Josh Bolten, 
Chief of Staff—stay in touch with leaders, 
both Democrat and Republican, about mov-
ing a supplemental as quickly as possible. 
First, I applaud what Harry Reid and Nancy 
Pelosi said, that time is of the essence; we’ve 
got to get the bill done, and if need be— 
I think they said—they would keep Members 
here to get the troops funded. 

Secondly, I appreciate you trying to get 
me to negotiate here on the platform. Josh 
has been told that—we understand bench-
marks are important. I talked specifically 
about benchmarks, and he’ll work with Mem-
bers of Congress to come up with a supple-
mental that we—both sides can live with. 
And I’m confident we can get the job done. 

And there’s been a series of votes in Con-
gress that people have been able to express 
their opinion. Now it’s time to put forth a 
spending bill that doesn’t have artificial time-
tables for withdrawal, doesn’t micromanage 
the military, and is wise about how we spend 
the people’s money. And we’ll work it hard, 
and I think we can get a deal. 

Q. [Inaudible]—question? 
President Bush. As I said, you’re trying 

to get me to negotiate. Our negotiator is Josh. 
And we fully understand the need to have 
benchmarks in a bill. I accept, respect the 
Members’ desire to have benchmarks—after 
all, I’m the person who laid them out initially. 
We will work through something we can all 
live with and enable us to get the job done. 

And again, this is an issue that has been 
very emotional here in Washington. People 
have got strong opinions. I do appreciate the 
leadership of the Speaker and the leader in 
saying, okay, now let’s work together and get 
it solved. Optimistic we can do so. 

Finance Minister Gordon Brown of the 
United Kingdom/Prime Minister Blair 

Q. Adam Boulton, Sky News. During the 
course of this visit it has been confirmed that 
Gordon Brown is going to be the next British 
Prime Minister, taking over in 40 days’ time. 
I wonder if I could have both your reactions 
to that. And, in particular, to Mr. Blair, what 
do you say to those people who are saying, 
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now there is a new Prime Minister in place, 
you should go sooner? And to Mr. Bush, 
whether—— 

President Bush. That’s a lovely question, 
isn’t it, for the guy. [Laughter] 

Q. ——however inadvertently, you once 
said that you would like Tony Blair to stay 
for the duration of your Presidency. He’s not 
doing that. Do you think you’re partly to 
blame for that? 

President Bush. I haven’t polled the 
Labour conference, but could be. [Laughter] 
The question is, am I to blame for his leav-
ing? I don’t know. 

Q. And what do you think of Brown? 
President Bush. I hope to help him in 

office the way Tony Blair helped me. Newly 
elected President, Tony Blair came over, and 
he reached out; he was gracious—was able 
to converse in a way that—where our shared 
interests were the most important aspect of 
the relationship. I would hope I would pro-
vide the same opportunities for Gordon 
Brown. I met him, thought he was a good 
fellow. 

But my attitude is this: This man here is 
the Prime Minister; we’ve got a lot of work 
to do until he finishes. He’s going to sprint 
to the wire. He’s going to finish the job that 
the people want him to do, and I’m going 
to work with him to do it. The meetings today 
weren’t—this wasn’t, like, a farewell deal; 
this was ‘‘how can we continue to work to-
gether for the common good?’’ And that’s 
what we’ll do. 

As to why things happen politically in 
Great Britain, I’d suggest you go over there 
and ask people. Nice to see you again. 
[Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. You had kind of 
forgotten what the British media were like, 
hadn’t you? [Laughter] But these things—— 

President Bush. He woke up to ask the 
question. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. First of all, I’m— 
having signed Gordon’s nomination forms to 
nominate him as leader, of course I wish him 
well, and I believe he’ll make a great Prime 
Minister. And I know he believes in the rela-
tionship with America too. And as for me, 
I mean, I will carry on doing the things that 
I’ve set out over the next few weeks that I 
need to do, not least and what we’re talking 

about with the upcoming G–8 summit and 
the deal which we’ve been trying to put to-
gether, different countries involved on cli-
mate change and Africa. 

And then, of course, you’ve got the Euro-
pean agreement then at the end of June, 
which is going to be very important. And just 
let me to stress to you, incidentally, there 
will be a Government position. I mean, 
that’s—it will be a Government negotiation 
that goes on there. But it’s very, very impor-
tant so that we can make sure that Europe 
moves forward. And then, of course, there 
are various domestic issues too, as well. 

But I—I’ll answer the question about the 
President, as well, in relation to me. I mean, 
you can debate that as much as you like, but 
I want to say one thing to you, since it will 
be the last chance I get to do a—is to have 
a press conference in the Rose Garden, 
standing next to President Bush. I’ve ad-
mired him as a President, and I regard him 
as a friend. I have taken the view that Britain 
should stand shoulder to shoulder with 
America after September the 11th. I have 
never deviated from that view. I do not regret 
that view. I am proud of the relationship we 
have had. I am proud of the relationship be-
tween our two countries. 

And I think that sometimes in politics, 
there are all sorts of issues where you’ve got 
to negotiate and compromise, but when it 
comes to the fundamental questions that af-
fect our security and the future of the world, 
you should do what is right. I have tried to 
do that. And I believe that is what he has 
done as well. And—— 

Q. Would you do it again? 
Prime Minister Blair. And I would take 

the same position of alliance with America 
again; yes, I would. 

President Bush. Steve [Steve Holland, 
Reuters]. 

World Bank President Paul D. Wolfowitz 
Q. Thank you, sir. The fate of Paul 

Wolfowitz appears to be hanging in the bal-
ance. After all we’ve heard in recent days, 
is it still possible for him to provide the kind 
of leadership needed at the Bank? 

President Bush. First of all, I believe all 
parties in this matter have acted in good 
faith. I regret that it’s come to this. I admire 
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Paul Wolfowitz. I admire his heart, and I par-
ticularly admired his focus on helping the 
poor. There is a board meeting going on as 
we speak. All I can tell you is, I know that 
Paul Wolfowitz has a interest in what’s best 
for the Bank and—just like he’s had an inter-
est in what’s best for making sure the Bank 
focused on things that matter: human suf-
fering, the human condition. I—and so I ap-
plaud his vision; I respect him a lot. And as 
I said, I regret that it’s come to this right 
now. 

Prime Minister Blair. David. 

International Relations/Prime Minister 
Blair 

Q. David Grossman from BBC Newsnight. 
Mr. Blair, you outlined some very big policy 
areas there in your discussions with the Presi-
dent. Is it really possible, do you think, to 
make significant progress on them in the 
time that you have left? 

And, Mr. President, if I could ask you, is 
this really still the right man to be talking 
to? 

President Bush. Yes. No question about 
it, it’s the right man to be talking to. And, 
yes, we can get a lot done. 

Prime Minister Blair. You know, we’re 
going to have a G–8 summit in a couple of 
weeks’ time, at which these issues to do with 
climate change in Africa are going to be de-
bated and discussed. And, I mean, I hope 
very much, because you come together at the 
G–8, a bit like we did a couple of years ago 
at Gleneagles, and it’s an opportunity for the 
international community, a major part of the 
international community, to come together 
and reach, in principle, agreements. And I 
think most people would accept that what 
happened at Gleneagles a couple of years ago 
was very important. 

I think what happens in Germany in a cou-
ple of weeks time could be equally important, 
and that will be the time when we come to 
those decisions. So of course, I want to see 
that through because I’ve been involved in 
this all the way through. 

And the important thing, as well, is that 
I think you will find at the German summit 
that not just the G–8 countries are there, but 
also China and India and Brazil and Mexico, 
South Africa, maybe some of the African na-

tions. And so it will be an opportunity for 
us to recommit on Africa and for the world 
to make important commitments on that and 
then to see if it’s possible to agree the ele-
ments that could go into a more comprehen-
sive climate change deal. So it’s a pretty im-
portant thing, and that’s what we’re working 
on. 

President Bush. You know, it’s inter-
esting—like trying to do a tap dance on his 
political grave, aren’t you? I mean, this—you 
don’t understand how effective Blair is, I 
guess, because when we’re in a room with 
world leaders and he speaks, people listen. 
And they view his opinion as considered and 
his judgment as sound. 

And I find it interesting the first two ques-
tions are, is this the right guy? Well, he hap-
pens to be your Prime Minister, but more 
importantly, he is a respected man in the 
international arena. People admire him. 
Even if they may not agree with him 100 
percent, they admire him a lot. And it’s not 
just the American President who admires 
him; a lot of people admire him. And so he’s 
effective. He’s effective because he is—his 
recommendations to solve problems are 
sound. He’s also effective because he is the 
kind of person who follows through. 

There’s a lot of blowhards in the political 
process, you know, a lot of hot-air artists, 
people who have got something fancy to say. 
Tony Blair is somebody who actually follows 
through with his convictions and, therefore, 
is admired in the international community. 

And so I guess this is the appropriate ques-
tion to ask—right guy, or is he still stand-
ing—yes. This guy is a very strong, respected 
leader, and he’s absolutely the right guy for 
me to be dealing with. 

Kelly [Kelly O’Donnell, NBC News]. By 
the way, if I’m not mistaken, this is your 
birthday. It is? Would you like me and the 
Prime Minister to do a duet, you know? 
[Laughter] 

Q. I didn’t realize the intel briefing was 
so far-reaching. [Laughter] 

President Bush. That’s right. Kelly 
O’Donnell. 

Terrorist Surveillance Program 
Q. Thank you, sir. There’s been some very 

dramatic testimony before the Senate this 
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week from one of your former top Justice 
Department officials, who describes a scene 
that some Senators called stunning, about a 
time when the wireless—when the 
warrantless wiretap program was being re-
viewed. Sir, did you send your then Chief 
of Staff and White House Counsel to the 
bedside of John Ashcroft while he was ill to 
get him to approve that program? And do 
you believe that kind of conduct from White 
House officials is appropriate? 

President Bush. Kelly, there’s a lot of 
speculation about what happened and what 
didn’t happen; I’m not going to talk about 
it. It’s a very sensitive program. I will tell 
you that, one, the program is necessary to 
protect the American people, and it’s still 
necessary because there’s still an enemy that 
wants to do us harm. 

And therefore, I have an obligation to put 
in place programs that honor the civil lib-
erties of the American people; a program that 
was, in this case, constantly reviewed and 
briefed to the United States Congress. And 
the program, as I say, is an essential part of 
protecting this country. 

And so there will be all kinds of talk about 
it. As I say, I’m not going to move the issue 
forward by talking about something as highly 
sensitive—highly classified subject. I will tell 
you, however, that the program is necessary. 

Q. Was it on your order, sir? 
President Bush. As I said, this program 

is a necessary program that was constantly 
reviewed and constantly briefed to the Con-
gress. It’s an important part of protecting the 
United States, and it’s still an important part 
of our protection because there’s still an 
enemy that would like to attack us. No matter 
how calm it may seem here in America, an 
enemy lurks. And they would like to strike. 
And they would like to do harm to the Amer-
ican people because they have an agenda. 
They want to impose an ideology; they want 
us to retreat from the world; they want to 
find safe haven. And these just aren’t empty 
words; these are the words of Al Qaida them-
selves. 

And so we will put in place programs to 
protect the American people that honor the 
civil liberties of our people and programs that 
we constantly brief to Congress. 

Prime Minister Blair. Hi, Tom. 

United Kingdom-U.S. Relations 
Q. Hello. [Inaudible]—Prime Minister— 

[inaudible]—many times in the course of the 
last 6 years. But it’s been 5 years since a lead-
er of the British Conservative Party set foot 
in this city. Mr. President, does it surprise 
you that aides close to David Cameron say 
that he does not want to be seen with you? 
And can I ask you both what it means for 
the prospect of future relations between Brit-
ain and America when the leader of the op-
position dare not set foot in Washington? 

President Bush. Well, I can just tell you, 
my relationship with the leader of Great Brit-
ain has been unbelievably productive, and I 
have enjoyed working with Tony Blair more 
than I could have possibly imagined. 

It’s hard to define our relationship in 
sound bites or press conferences, or to—in 
a way that really reflects the depth of what 
we have done together. And so I—you know, 
I don’t regret things about what may or may 
not have happened over the past 5 years. I 
honor a relationship that I truly believe has 
been laying the foundation for peace. 

This may not interest you, but I’ll tell you 
anyway. I read three histories on George 
Washington last year. It’s interesting to me 
that they’re still analyzing the Presidency of 
our first President. And my attitude is, if 
they’re still analyzing 1, 43 doesn’t need to 
worry about it. [Laughter] I’m not going to 
be around to see the final history written on 
my administration. 

When you work on big items, items to— 
agendas based upon sound philosophy that 
will transform parts of the world to make it 
more peaceful, we’re not going to be around 
to see it. So my—let me finish. My relation-
ship with this good man is where I’ve been 
focused, and that’s where my concentration 
is. And I don’t regret any other aspect of it. 

And so I—we filled a lot of space together. 
We have had a unique ability to speak in 
terms that help design common strategies 
and tactics to achieve big objectives. And 
it’s—will I miss working with Tony Blair? 
You bet I will. Absolutely. Can I work with 
the next guy? Of course. 

And I’m here to make it clear to the people 
of our respective countries that this relation-
ship is one that is vital to accomplish big ob-
jectives. It has been vital in the past; it has 
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stood the free world—it has enabled the free 
world to do hard things. And it’s a relation-
ship that I believe is necessary to do the hard 
things in the 21st century. And so I honor 
Tony Blair. 

Q. What about David Cameron? 
President Bush. Never met him. 
Prime Minister Blair. Well, I don’t—I 

mean, I—it’s not for me to give advice to 
the leader of the Conservative Party or a dif-
ferent political party. And that’s up to them 
as to what they do and up to him as to wheth-
er he comes here or not. 

But I do just make this observation to you, 
and—that what we are trying to do is—never 
mind these two individual leaders, but the 
two countries, let’s accept for a moment that 
at least—even if people very strongly dis-
agree with Iraq, for example, that at least 
people understand that there is a battle that 
we are fighting around the world today. 

And let’s at least accept, also, that it’s a 
battle about the type of values that govern 
the world in the early 21st century. You don’t 
win those battles by being a fair-weather 
friend to your ally. You don’t win those bat-
tles by being hesitant or withdrawing support 
for each other when the going gets tough. 
You don’t win those battles by losing the will 
to fight if your enemy’s will to fight is very 
strong and very powerful. 

And actually, the values that we represent, 
as two countries, are shown by what we— 
what we’ve been through today. I mean, the 
President gets tough questions from the 
American press corps; I get, I like to say, 
even tougher questions—[laughter]—or at 
least as tough questions in the British press 
corps. And—— 

President Bush. You want to define them 
as tough. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. And we can—here 
as we speak at this press conference, I mean, 
I can’t make out the words that they’re shout-
ing over there, but I bet they’re not totally 
complimentary to either of us. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Wait a minute. I don’t 
know about that. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. I mean, it could 
be the supporters we brought in, but I’ve 
got a feeling the likelihood is, no. [Laughter] 
And that’s what it’s about. It’s about democ-
racy, and it’s about people being free to ex-

press their views, and it’s about politicians 
having to face the pressure to justify their 
decisions, to be punished if the people don’t 
like those decisions. And it’s a commonality 
of values that we have that is so important 
for the world today. 

And so—you know, yes, of course, it’s 
like—anybody who’s sitting there advising a 
politician in any part of Europe today, if you 
want to get the easiest round of applause, 
get up and attack America. You can get a 
round of applause if you attack the President. 
You get a—— 

President Bush. Standing ovation. 
[Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. Yes. And that’s fine 
if everyone wants to do that, but when all 
of that is cleared away, you’re left with some-
thing very, very simple, fundamental, and 
clear, that that battle for values is still going 
on. 

And you can debate about the mistakes 
and the issues, and you can debate about 
Iraq, whether we should have done this, or 
we should have done that. But, actually, what 
is happening in Iraq today is that our enemy 
is fighting us, and therefore, if what happens 
when our enemy fights us is that we drift 
away from our friends, that we kind of make 
the little accommodations so that we don’t 
escape some of the difficulty and the respon-
sibility and, occasionally, a proprium of deci-
sionmaking—if we do that, our enemy takes 
heart from that; they watch that. They watch 
what we’re doing the whole time. They ask, 
‘‘Are these guys standing up for what they 
believe, or if we carry on, is their will going 
to diminish and they’re going to give up be-
cause it’s just too difficult, because the public 
opinion is too difficult, because the opinion 
polls tell them it’s too difficult?’’ 

Now, that is the decision of leadership. 
And it’s not just a decision for me and him; 
it’s a decision for everybody who’s engaged 
in politics. And people run down politics and 
say it’s all just a series of positions and atti-
tudes and sound bites and, occasionally, even 
lies and all the rest of it. Actually, what poli-
tics is in the end, when it’s done in the right 
way, when people stand up for what they be-
lieve, is, it’s about public service. And there’s 
nothing to be ashamed of in that. And the 
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fact is, the decisions are difficult; of course 
they’re difficult. 

And we took a decision that we thought 
was very difficult. I thought then, and I think 
now, it was the right decision. History will 
make a judgment at a particular time. But 
one thing I know is that what we represent 
coming here today, speaking in the Rose Gar-
den to you people and getting your questions 
and being under your pressure, that is a finer 
and better way of life than either a brutal, 
secular dictatorship or religious extremism. 
It’s a better way of life, and it’s the way of 
life, actually, people, any time they are given 
the choice, choose to have. And what we 
should be about, our two nations, is giving 
as many people in the world as possible that 
choice and being proud of it. 

President Bush. What I know is, the 
world needs courage. And what I know is, 
this good man is a courageous man. 

Thanks for coming. Appreciate you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:23 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Secretary 
General Jakob Gijsbert ‘‘Japp’’ de Hoop Scheffer 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. A re-
porter referred to former Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral James B. Comey; former White House Chief 
of Staff Andrew H. Card, Jr.; Attorney General 
Alberto R. Gonzales; and former Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft. 

Remarks at a Joint Reserve Officer 
Training Corps Commissioning 
Ceremony 

May 17, 2007 

Thank you. Good afternoon. Welcome. 
Here we are in the East Room, a room that 
has had a long history. When President John 
Adams moved in, his wife, Abigail, used it 
to dry the family’s laundry. [Laughter] Abra-
ham Lincoln’s children once raced their 
goats in this room during a reception. 
[Laughter] 

Over the years, this room has been used 
for dances, concerts, weddings, funerals, 
award presentations, press conferences, and 
bill signings. Today we add another event to 
the storied legacy of the East Room, the first 

joint ROTC commissioning ceremony. And 
we’re glad you’re here. 

The young men and women we honor 
today represent the great diversity of the 
American people. You come from different 
backgrounds. You represent all 50 States and 
the District of Columbia as well as Guam, 
Puerto Rico, American Samoa, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. And when you leave here 
today, you will wear on your shoulders the 
same powerful symbol of achievement: the 
gold bars of an officer of the United States 
Armed Forces. 

Mr. Secretary, thank you for joining us— 
proud to be here with Secretary Bob Gates 
and Becky. I thank Pete Geren, Acting Sec-
retary of the Army. I appreciate so very much 
General Pete Pace, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs; General George Casey, Chief of Staff 
of the U.S. Army. You all have brought out 
some of the brass. [Laughter] 

I appreciate Senator Ben Nelson, United 
States Senator, for taking his time out to be 
here today. Senator, it means a lot that you’re 
here. I thank the ROTC members being 
commissioned here today. I welcome your 
friends, and most importantly, I welcome 
your families. I appreciate all the others in 
our military here too. Thanks for coming. 

We gather at a solemn moment for this 
country. Many of you were still in high school 
when terrorists brought death and destruc-
tion to our streets on September the 11th, 
2001. You were high school students. And 
yet, some of you understood that the cause 
of freedom would soon depend on your gen-
eration’s willingness to step forward to de-
fend it. And when it came time to be count-
ed, each of you volunteered, knowing full 
well the risks involved during a time of war. 
As your Commander in Chief, I salute your 
decision to serve, and I congratulate you on 
a fine achievement. 

The idea of providing college students an 
opportunity to train for a military commission 
has its roots in the old land-grant universities 
of the 19th century, which included a pro-
gram of military science. The modern pro-
gram dates to 1916, when the Government 
established the Reserve Officers Training 
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Corps to improve and standardize the train-
ing of junior officers. ROTC starts by identi-
fying men and women of leadership and abil-
ity. It then prepares them morally, mentally, 
and physically for their responsibilities as of-
ficers in the finest Armed Forces in the 
world. 

As part of this preparation, you have been 
taught a way of life that elevates service 
above self. You have learned that honor is 
not just a word; it is a sacred inheritance to 
be preserved and handed down. You have 
learned that courage is not the absence of 
fear; it is the ability to do the right thing 
in spite of your fears. And you have learned 
that much is expected of our military officers. 

For most of you, a ROTC scholarship 
helped pay for your college education. The 
American people provide these funds will-
ingly. And in return they ask one thing: When 
their sons and daughters are put in harm’s 
way, they will be led by officers of character 
and integrity. 

The path you have taken to this day is not 
an easy one. When your roommates slept 
in—[laughter]—you got up at dawn for a 3- 
mile run. While others spread out on the 
grass on a sunny day, you marched in forma-
tion. And when your friends called it a night 
and headed out to the town, you stayed back 
to shine your shoes and iron your uniform 
in preparation for the next day’s inspection. 

All of you have made many sacrifices to 
receive your commission. Yet some of you 
have had to endure even greater hardships 
because your universities do not allow ROTC 
on campus. For those of you in this position, 
this can require long commutes several times 
a week to another campus that does offer 
ROTC, so you can attend a military class, 
participate in a drill. Most of all, it means 
living a split existence, where your life as a 
cadet or midshipmen is invisible to most of 
your fellow students. 

Every American citizen is entitled to his 
or her opinion about our military, but surely 
the concept of diversity is large enough to 
embrace one of the most diverse institutions 
in American life. It should not be hard for 
our great schools of learning to find room 
to honor the service of men and women who 
are standing up to defend the freedoms that 
make the work of our universities possible. 

To the cadets and midshipmen who are grad-
uating from a college or university that be-
lieves ROTC is not worthy of a place on cam-
pus, here is my message: Your university may 
not honor your military service, but the 
United States of America does. And in this, 
the people’s house, we will always make a 
place for those who wear the uniform of our 
country. 

In a few minutes, you will raise your right 
hands and swear an oath to defend our Con-
stitution from all enemies foreign and do-
mestic, knowing that these enemies are real. 
You will receive your commissions as officers, 
knowing that you will soon have the lives of 
other men and women in your own hands. 
You will leave this room with heads held 
high, knowing that you take your place in 
one of the greatest forces of freedom in the 
history of mankind. 

So I ask you today: Bring honor to the uni-
form; set high standards for yourself; do not 
ask of those under your command anything 
that you would not ask of yourselves. If you 
do all these things, your career will take care 
of itself, your service will be a source of 
pride, and you will help build a safer and 
more hopeful world for our fellow citizens. 

So congratulations to our new lieutenants 
and ensigns. And may Almighty God keep 
you close as you keep the American people 
safe. 

And now I ask the Secretary of Defense 
to administer the oath. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Secretary of Defense Robert M. 
Gates. 

Remarks on Immigration Reform 
May 17, 2007 

Secretary Gutierrez and Secretary 
Chertoff have just briefed me about the ne-
gotiations on the comprehensive immigration 
bill that just concluded in the Senate. I want 
to thank, first of all, my Secretaries for being 
involved in the process, being engaged in this 
important issue, and helping move the proc-
ess forward. I congratulate Members of the 
Senate, both political parties, who decided 
it was time to work together to come up with 
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a comprehensive immigration bill that ad-
dresses a major problem facing our country. 
After weeks of long work, these negotiations 
came to a successful conclusion. 

I want to thank the Members of the Senate 
who worked hard. I appreciate the leadership 
shown on both sides of the aisle. As I reflect 
upon this important accomplishment, impor-
tant first step toward a comprehensive immi-
gration bill, it reminds me of how much the 
Americans appreciate the fact that we can 
work together—when we work together, that 
they see positive things. 

Immigration is a tough issue for a lot of 
Americans. The agreement reached today is 
one that will help enforce our borders, but 
equally importantly, it will treat people with 
respect. This is a bill where people who live 
here in our country will be treated without 
amnesty, but without animosity. 

And so I want to thank you all very much 
for representing the White House. I thank 
the Senators for working hard. I look forward 
to a good vote out of the United States Sen-
ate as quickly as Leader Reid can get the 
bill moving. And then of course we look for-
ward to working with the House of Rep-
resentatives to take this first step and convert 
it into a successful second step. I really am 
anxious to sign a comprehensive immigration 
bill as soon as I possibly can. Today we took 
a good step toward that direction. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to S. 1348. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Statement on Senate Action on 
Immigration Reform 
May 17, 2007 

Today Republicans and Democrats in the 
United States Senate came together and 
agreed upon a proposal that offers a much 
needed solution to the problem of illegal im-
migration in this country. This proposal deliv-
ers an immigration system that is secure, pro-
ductive, orderly, and fair. I applaud the Sen-
ators who worked in the spirit of bipartisan-
ship over the past months to address this 

issue, which is critically important to the 
American people. 

Our immigration system is badly in need 
of reform. The bipartisan solution the Sen-
ators agreed to today requires us to meet im-
portant goals in addressing border security 
and enhancing interior and worksite enforce-
ment. Once those goals are met, the plan 
would create a temporary-worker program to 
address the needs of our growing economy 
and take pressure off the border by allowing 
workers to come to this country for a short 
period of time and fill jobs Americans are 
not doing. For immigrants wishing to come 
to our country permanently in the future, it 
would also establish a new merit-based sys-
tem, which takes into account job skills, edu-
cation, English proficiency, and family ties. 

The plan would bring undocumented 
workers already in this country out of the 
shadows without amnesty and without ani-
mosity. It would require workers to pay a 
meaningful penalty, learn English, pay their 
taxes, and pass a background check before 
they can be considered for legalized status. 
If they achieve this legalized status and de-
cide they want to apply for a green card, they 
must return home to file an application in 
order to get in line behind all of those who 
have played by the rules and followed the 
law. 

Finally, our country has been a melting pot 
for over 200 years, and that has given us 
much strength. We must continue to help 
immigrants assimilate into our society. This 
proposal would further that effort by affirm-
ing that English is the language of the United 
States and would help immigrants learn our 
language by directing the Department of 
Education to make English instruction freely 
available over the Internet. 

Convictions run deep on the matter of im-
migration, but with this bipartisan agree-
ment, I am confident leaders in Washington 
can have a serious, civil, and conclusive de-
bate so I can sign comprehensive reform into 
law this year. I urge all Members to support 
this bipartisan immigration reform proposal. 

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 1348. 
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Executive Order 13434—National 
Security Professional Development 
May 17, 2007 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
enhance the national security, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. In order to enhance the 
national security of the United States, includ-
ing preventing, protecting against, respond-
ing to, and recovering from natural and man-
made disasters, such as acts of terrorism, it 
is the policy of the United States to promote 
the education, training, and experience of 
current and future professionals in national 
security positions (security professionals) in 
executive departments and agencies (agen-
cies). 

Sec. 2. National Strategy for Professional 
Development. Not later than 60 days after 
the date of this order, the Assistant to the 
President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism (APHS/CT), in coordina-
tion with the Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs (APNSA), shall sub-
mit to the President for approval a National 
Strategy for the Development of Security 
Professionals (National Strategy). The Na-
tional Strategy shall set forth a framework 
that will provide to security professionals ac-
cess to integrated education, training, and 
professional experience opportunities for the 
purpose of enhancing their mission-related 
knowledge, skills, and experience and there-
by improve their capability to safeguard the 
security of the Nation. Such opportunities 
shall be provided across organizations, levels 
of government, and incident management 
disciplines, as appropriate. 

Sec. 3. Executive Steering Committee. (a) 
There is established the Security Professional 
Development Executive Steering Committee 
(Steering Committee), which shall facilitate 
the implementation of the National Strategy. 
Not later than 120 days after the approval 
of the National Strategy by the President, the 
Steering Committee shall submit to the 
APHS/CT and the APNSA an implementa-
tion plan (plan) for the National Strategy, and 
annually thereafter shall submit to the 
APHS/CT and the APNSA a status report on 

the implementation of the plan and any rec-
ommendations for changes to the National 
Strategy. 

(b) The Steering Committee shall consist 
exclusively of the following members (or 
their designees who shall be full-time officers 
or employees of the members’ respective 
agencies): 

(i) the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, who shall serve 
as Chair; 

(ii) the Secretary of State; 
(iii) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(iv) the Secretary of Defense; 
(v) the Attorney General; 

(vi) the Secretary of Agriculture; 
(vii) the Secretary of Labor; 

(viii) the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services; 

(ix) the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development; 

(x) the Secretary of Transportation; 
(xi) the Secretary of Energy; 

(xii) the Secretary of Education; 
(xiii) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 
(xiv) the Director of National Intelligence; 
(xv) the Director of the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget; and 
(xvi) such other officers of the United 

States as the Chair of the Steering 
Committee may designate from time 
to time. 

(c) The Steering Committee shall coordi-
nate, to the maximum extent practicable, na-
tional security professional development pro-
grams and guidance issued by the heads of 
agencies in order to ensure an integrated ap-
proach to such programs. 

(d) The Chair of the Steering Committee 
shall convene and preside at the meetings 
of the Steering Committee, set its agenda, 
coordinate its work, and, as appropriate to 
deal with particular subject matters, establish 
subcommittees of the Steering Committee 
that shall consist exclusively of members of 
the Steering Committee (or their designees 
under subsection (b) of this section), and 
such other full-time or permanent part-time 
officers or employees of the Federal Govern-
ment as the Chair may designate. 

Sec. 4. Responsibilities. The head of each 
agency with national security functions shall: 
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(a) identify and enhance existing national 
security professional development programs 
and infrastructure, and establish new pro-
grams as necessary, in order to fulfill their 
respective missions to educate, train, and 
employ security professionals consistent with 
the National Strategy and, to the maximum 
extent practicable, the plan and related guid-
ance from the Steering Committee; and 

(b) cooperate with the Steering Com-
mittee and provide such information, sup-
port, and assistance as the Chair of the Steer-
ing Committee may request from time to 
time. 

Sec. 5. Additional Responsibilities. (a) Ex-
cept for employees excluded by law, and sub-
ject to subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this 
section, the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, after consultation with 
the Steering Committee, shall: 

(i) consistent with applicable merit- 
based hiring and advancement prin-
ciples, lead the establishment of a na-
tional security professional develop-
ment program in accordance with the 
National Strategy and the plan that 
provides for interagency and intergov-
ernmental assignments and fellowship 
opportunities and provides for profes-
sional development guidelines for ca-
reer advancement; and 

(ii) issue to agencies rules and guidance 
or apply existing rules and guidance 
relating to the establishment of na-
tional security professional develop-
ment programs to implement the Na-
tional Strategy and the plan; 

(b) The Secretary of Defense shall issue 
rules or guidance on professional develop-
ment programs for Department of Defense 
military personnel, including interagency and 
intergovernmental assignments and fellow-
ship opportunities, to implement the Na-
tional Strategy and the plan, as appropriate, 
and shall coordinate such programs, to the 
maximum extent practicable, with the Steer-
ing Committee; 

(c) The Secretary of State shall issue rules 
or guidance on national security professional 
development programs for the Foreign Serv-
ice, including interagency and intergovern-
mental exchanges and fellowship opportuni-
ties, to implement the National Strategy and 

the plan, as appropriate, and shall coordinate 
such programs, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, with the Steering Committee; 

(d) The Director of National Intelligence, 
in coordination with the heads of agencies 
of which elements of the intelligence com-
munity are a part, shall issue rules or guid-
ance on national security professional devel-
opment programs for the intelligence com-
munity, including interagency and intergov-
ernmental assignments and fellowship oppor-
tunities, to implement the National Strategy 
and the plan, as appropriate, and shall co-
ordinate such programs, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, with the Steering Com-
mittee; and 

(e) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall develop a program to provide to Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal government offi-
cials education in disaster preparedness, re-
sponse, and recovery plans and authorities, 
and training in crisis decision-making skills, 
consistent with applicable presidential guid-
ance. 

Sec. 6. General Provisions. This order: 
(a) shall be implemented consistent with 

applicable law and authorities of agencies, or 
heads of agencies, vested by law, and subject 
to the availability of appropriations; 

(b) shall not be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect the authorities of any agency, 
instrumentality, officer, or employee of the 
United States under applicable law, including 
the functions of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget relating to budg-
et, administrative, or legislative proposals, or 
the functions assigned by the President to 
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement; and 

(c) is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right, benefit, or privilege, substantive or 
procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, 
by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, instrumentalities, or 
entities, its officers or employees, or any 
other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 17, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 21, 2007] 
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NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on May 22. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Burma 

May 17, 2007 

On May 20, 1997, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13047, certifying to the Con-
gress under section 570(b) of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public 
Law 104–208), that the Government of 
Burma has committed large-scale repression 
of the democratic opposition in Burma after 
September 30, 1996, thereby invoking the 
prohibition on new investment in Burma by 
United States persons contained in that sec-
tion. The President also declared a national 
emergency to deal with the threat posed to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States by the actions and policies of 
the Government of Burma, invoking the au-
thority, inter alia, of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq. On July 28, 2003, I issued Executive 
Order 13310 taking additional steps with re-
spect to that national emergency by putting 
in place an import ban required by the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003, 
and prohibiting exports of financial services 
to Burma and the dealing in property in 
which certain designated Burmese persons 
have an interest. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Burma continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 20, 1997, and the measures 
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency must continue in effect beyond May 
20, 2007. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency with respect to 
Burma. This notice shall be published in the 

Federal Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 17, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:02 p.m., May 17, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on May 18. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Burma 
May 17, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed notice to 
the Federal Register for publication, stating 
that the Burma emergency is to continue be-
yond May 20, 2007. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Burma arising from the actions and policies 
of the Government of Burma, including its 
policies of committing large-scale repression 
of the democratic opposition in Burma, that 
led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on May 20, 1997, has not been re-
solved. These actions and policies are hostile 
to U.S. interests and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the United 
States. For this reason, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency and maintain in force the sanc-
tions against Burma to respond to this threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 17, 2007. 
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Proclamation 8146—National 
Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2007 
May 18, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Each year, millions of Americans living in 

coastal areas are faced with the hazards of 
hurricanes. As hurricane season approaches, 
National Hurricane Preparedness Week pro-
vides an opportunity to raise awareness of 
steps that can be taken to help protect our 
citizens, and their communities and property. 

Hurricanes can be devastatingly powerful 
and include storm surge, high winds, torna-
does, and flooding. To reduce the potentially 
deadly effects of these storms, it is imperative 
for people in hurricane-prone areas to pre-
pare for each type of hurricane hazard. Tak-
ing the time to develop a family disaster plan, 
create a disaster supply kit, and stay aware 
of current weather situations can improve 
preparedness and help save lives. 

My Administration is committed to 
strengthening our Nation’s ability to prepare 
for, respond to, and recover from these types 
of disasters. I’ve asked the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) to find 
ways to provide better assistance to those af-
fected by catastrophe. FEMA has enhanced 
coordination between all levels of govern-
ment during times of crisis and, along with 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, is helping raise awareness about 
the dangers of hurricanes. In addition, the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
FEMA provide Americans with important 
emergency preparation checklists and valu-
able resources about what to do after a dis-
aster at ready.gov and fema.gov. By working 
together, citizens and Federal, State, local, 
and tribal officials can help safeguard lives 
and protect property. 

Throughout the hurricane season, we are 
also grateful for the compassion, courage, 
and generosity of the volunteers and first re-
sponders who stand ready to help their 
neighbors in need. Their good hearts reflect 
the character of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 

by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through 
May 26, 2007, as National Hurricane Pre-
paredness Week. I call upon government 
agencies, private organizations, schools, and 
the media to share information about hurri-
cane preparedness. I also urge all Americans 
living in vulnerable coastal areas of our Na-
tion to take appropriate measures and pre-
cautions to protect themselves against the ef-
fects of hurricanes. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 22, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on May 23. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

May 12 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

May 13 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to Williamsburg, VA, where, 
upon arrival, he met with USA Freedom 
Corps volunteer Angela Schminke. Later, he 
and Mrs. Bush toured the Jamestown settle-
ment. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

May 14 
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister 
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Shinzo Abe of Japan. He then had an intel-
ligence briefing 

May 15 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Elizabeth A. Duke, Larry Allan 
Klane, and Randall S. Kroszner to be mem-
bers of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ronald Spoehel to be Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Miguel Campaneria to be a mem-
ber of the National Council on the Arts. 

May 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he went to the Em-
bassy Suites Washington D.C.–Convention 
Center hotel where he participated in a dem-
onstration of Basic Pilot and the Employ-
ment Eligibility Verification system. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President participated in an interview with 
Rebekah Wade of the Sun. 

In the evening, on the North Portico, the 
President and Mrs. Bush welcomed Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. 
Later, in the Yellow Oval Room, they had 
dinner. 

The President announced that he has 
named William L. Behrens as Special Assist-
ant to the President for Intergovernmental 
Affairs. 

The President announced that he has 
named Jedd Medefind as Special Assistant 
to the President and Deputy Director of the 
Office of Faith-Based and Community Initia-
tives. 

The President announced that he has 
named Jason Thomas as Special Assistant to 
the President for Economic Policy in the Na-
tional Economic Council. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Massachusetts and ordered Federal aid to 

supplement Commonwealth and local recov-
ery efforts in the area struck by severe storms 
and inland and coastal flooding on April 15– 
25. 

May 17 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
Later in the morning, in the Situation 

Room, the President, Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom, and members 
of the National Security Council participated 
in a video teleconference with leaders in 
Iraq. Later, in the Oval Office, the President 
met with Prime Minister Blair. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Thomas P. D’Agostino to be Under 
Secretary for Nuclear Security (Adminis-
trator for Nuclear Security, National Nuclear 
Security Administration) at the Department 
of Energy. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Charles W. Grim to be Director 
of the Indian Health Service for the Public 
Health Service at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Eric G. John to be Ambassador to 
Thailand. 

May 18 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a photo opportunity with 
a member of AmeriCorps. Later, he partici-
pated in a ribbon-cutting ceremony honoring 
the completion of renovation of the Situation 
Room. 

In the afternoon, in the East Room, the 
President and Mrs. Bush participated in a 
photo opportunity with recipients of the 2006 
Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science Teaching. 

Later in the afternoon, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to Richmond, VA, where, 
at a private residence, they attended a Re-
publican Party of Virginia reception. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Crawford, TX. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted May 16 

Andrew G. Biggs, 
of New York, to be Deputy Commissioner 
of Social Security for a term expiring January 
19, 2013, vice James B. Lockhart III, to 
which position he was appointed during the 
last recess of the Senate. 

Miguel Campaneria, 
of Puerto Rico, to be a member of the Na-
tional Council on the Arts for a term expiring 
September 3, 2012, vice Gerard Schwarz, 
term expired. 

Lorne W. Craner, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation for a term of 3 years (new posi-
tion). 

Susan E. Dudley, 
of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Office 
of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office 
of Management and Budget, vice John D. 
Graham, resigned, to which position she was 
appointed during the last recess of the Sen-
ate. 

Elizabeth A. Duke, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for the unexpired term of 14 years from Feb-
ruary 1, 1998, vice Susan Schmidt Bies, re-
signed. 

Larry Allan Klane, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System for the unexpired term of 
14 years from February 1, 1996, vice Mark 
W. Olson, resigned. 

Randall S. Kroszner, 
of New Jersey, to a be member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for a term of 14 years from February 1, 2008 
(reappointment). 

Alan J. Patricof, 
of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation for a term of 3 years (new posi-
tion). 

Carol Waller Pope, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Federal Labor Relations Authority for 
a term expiring July 1, 2009 (reappointment), 
to which position she was appointed during 
the last recess of the Senate. 

Ronald Spoehel, 
of Virginia, to be Chief Financial Officer, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
vice Gwendolyn Brown, resigned. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released May 14 
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 
Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by Secretary of Transportation Mary E. Pe-
ters, Secretary of Agriculture Michael 
Johanns, Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Stephen L. Johnson, Deputy 
Secretary of Energy Clay Sell, and Deputy 
Press Secretary Scott M. Stanzel on the 
President’s announcement on CAFE and al-
ternative fuel standards 
Fact sheet: Twenty in Ten: Strengthening 
Energy Security and Addressing Climate 
Change 

Released May 15 
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 
Fact sheet: Lieutenant General Douglas E. 
Lute: Experience and Authority 

Released May 16 
Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 
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Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Massachusetts 

Released May 17 

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff, 
Secretary of Commerce Carlos M. Gutierrez, 
and Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy Joel 
Kaplan on immigration reform 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Statement 
on Continuation of the National Emergency 
With Respect to Burma 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President received the report and 
recommendations of Presidential Emergency 
Board No. 241 

Fact Sheet: Border Security and Immigration 
Reform 

Released May 18 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Tony Fratto 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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